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offer a picture of the changing seasons:
columbine and candytuft in the spring, day-
lilies and Russian sage in the summer, Japan-
ese anemone and asters in the fall, ornamen-
tal grasses and sedum in the winter.

Creating a Base Plan

Once you've thoroughly analyzed your site,
it's time o put your observatons on paper
and create a base plan—a map of your
grounds. The hirst step is to take a walk
around the property and make a rough
skerch that includes all structures and fea-
tures. Then draw a more precise version of
the plan to scale fopposite). The base plan
will let you see both the desirable features of
vour site and those that need improvement,
and will help you create a garden thar will
play to the strengths of your property and
minimize its flaws,

The sample base plan on page 31 shows a
home on a site that was once rural but has
since been absorbed into suburbia. The L-
shaped house consists of an orginal log cab-
in with a new clapboard wing on the north
side. The log cabin and stone chimneys still
convey a rustic feel, as do a few old trees and
shrubs. Situated on a quarter acre, the home

is bordered by other similarly sized lots and
faces a subdivision street. The house is set
back pleasantly within the site, but the pres-
ence of nelghboring homes is felr,

The fundamental design issue on the sam-
ple property is that of coping with a site that
wants o look our over farmland but finds a
madern subdivision instead. On a more prac-
tical level, the site analysis reveals a need
provide privacy for the patio, to enliven views
from inside the house, to better anchor the
house o its site, to remove an ailing tree, and
tio fix 11I';li:1:11..1l.: problems on the southern side
of the property.

As you study your own base plan and take
stock of existing conditions, you will instine-
tively begin to think about important funda-
mental design features and where they can
or, more important at this stage, cannot go,
By developing a sensitivity to the character of
the property, its contours, and its areas of sun
and shade, you will produce a plan that works
with your site’s ecology and is true w the
spirit of the place,

Preparing the plan will also put yvour imag-
ination to work. Old ideas will be either con-
firmed or discarded, and successful new ones
will come to you. Then vou will be ready to
move to the next step—considering your
new garden’s style,



